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Welcome

       

 

We are pleased to share our inaugural annual report highlighting the 
relentless commitment to the communities we serve at the Center for 
College Access and Success (CCAS). The outcomes are a reflection 
of the hard work of dedicated staff, the relationships established with 
our constituencies, and partnerships cultivated with schools, districts, 
and organizations on behalf of NEIU CCAS. 

We entered 2021 knowing it would be a challenging year, as we 
navigated both a global pandemic and an uncertain organizational 
future. After many years, we relocated and established new residence 
at NEIU’s North Campus, Carruther Center for Inner City Studies, and 
El Centro which allowed us to better engage with faculty and staff 
throughout the university and build new relationships, ideas and 
initiatives. After many years of service, we bid farewell to many 
NEIU CCAS staff who retired and closed out one of the largest 
grant programs in our history. 

2021 also welcomed many moments of celebration. We took steps 
to engage in a guided strategic planning process and crafted a theory 
of change and three-year plan with identified priorities. We established 
a leadership team and embarked on a journey to establish our new 
identity while staying true to our roots and foundation. We secured 
new funding for Talent Search and 21st Century, and received private 
grants which enabled us to continue and expand our school communi-
ty outreach efforts. Our summer collaboration with the NEIU College of 
Arts and Sciences launched dual enrollment courses for 17 students 
from multiple high schools. 

Since my appointment as Interim Director (September 2020) and 
now Senior Director (January 2022) it has been a truly rewarding 
experience leading the Center for College Access and Success 
at Northeastern Illinois University. I am proud of all that we have 
accomplished in 2021, despite the challenges and adversities. 
Throughout, I could not ask for a more creative, hard working, 
and caring staff who has remained steadfast in our quest to 
provide resources, advocacy, and service to students, parents, 
and educators throughout Chicagoland. I invite you to take a look 
at our 2021 Annual Report to learn first hand about the amazing 
work from the NEIU CCAS community. 

In community,

Irma A. Ortiz
Senior Director



Theory of Change

       

 

IF
The Northeastern Illinois University’s Center for College Access and Success 
advocates for a culturally relevant, holistic approach to engage students, 
families, educators, and schools

AND 
leads with a shared mission and vision to

 •  Build collaborative relationships and partnerships to maximize impact; and

●  Innovate and disseminate best practice models in collaboration with  
educators to support students and families for postsecondary success 
inclusive of career development and civic engagement

THEN
Students will have access to equitable teaching and learning communities 
where they will be supported to learn, grow, and thrive.



Towards Equity-Minded Practices
       

 
At NEIU CCAS, the driving force behind each of the programs is 
equity, as well as developing racial and ethnic empowerment. “Racial 
and/or ethnic empowerment capital, refers to the sense of pride that 
students feel by being members of their racial and/or ethnic group. 
This pride is motivational and transformative, enabling students to 
remain connected to, and even reinforce, their racial and/or ethnic 
identities. This racial and/or ethnic pride motivates academic achieve-
ment and promotes student engagement in addressing challenges 
facing Latina/o communities outside of the university” (Ayala, 2018). 

The goals and objectives of every single program, regardless of 
funding source, are meant to eradicate equity gaps in educational 
spaces, specifically for Black and Latinx communities within Chicago-
land. Yet, in order to continue moving towards racial and ethnic 
empowerment, and as Bensimon (2018) reasons, it is imperative to 
be “color-conscious in a critical sense. This means noticing and ques-
tioning patterns of educational outcomes that reveal differences in 
outcomes for minoritized students; it means viewing racial inequalities 
in the context of educational apartheid. It also means noticing who is 
included (and left out) in the making of policies and decisions that will 
impact minoritized groups”.

Ayala, M. I., & Contreras, S. M. (2019). It’s capital! Understanding Latina/o presence in higher 
education. Sociology of Race and Ethnicity, 5(2), 229-243.

Bensimon, E. M. (2018). Reclaiming racial justice in equity. Change: The Magazine of Higher 
Learning, 50(3-4), 95-98.

Student Served by Race and Ethnicity

Center for College Access and Success (10,299 Students)
Northeastern Illinois University (6,440 Students)

Latinx     Black

59%|6,055 Students

37%|2,389 Students
28%|2,928 Students

10%|646 Students



Federal Funding

       

 



Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness 
for Undergraduate Programs
       

 
About 
 
Since 1999 Chicago GEAR UP (CGU) (a partnership among North-
eastern Illinois University (NEIU), lead institution and fiscal administra-
tor, the Chicago Public Schools (CPS) District 299, and 4 institutions 
of higher education/community organizations/business partners) has 
received six consecutive grants from the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion grant and has served almost 51,000 Chicago Public School 
students with the goal of increasing high school graduation and 
increasing their awareness and preparedness for attending a 
postsecondary institution. 

Led by Tricia Rosado, Chicago GEAR UP 6 (2015-2022), focused on 
postsecondary enrollment and success for 7,848 students (28% Black 
and 62% Latinx, and over 90% low-income) in 15 high schools repre-
senting thirty communities throughout Chicago. Chicago GEAR UP 
layered outreach, supportive services, and mentoring to encourage 
enrollment in rigorous and challenging classes, improve high school 
graduation and college enrollment rates, and provide information 
regarding financial aid. The project services were designed with the 
best interest of students, families, teachers, and communities in mind 
and tailored to meet the needs of students and their families during the 
pandemic to include remote, blended (hybrid) learning environments.

GEAR UP GOAL 1:

 •  Increase the academic performance and preparation for 
postsecondary education of participating students. 

GEAR UP GOAL 2:

•  Increase high school graduation and rate of participation in
postsecondary education of participating students. 

GEAR UP GOAL 3:

 •  Increase the educational expectations for participating students 
and student/family knowledge of postsecondary education
options, preparation, and financing.



Highlights 
 
 •  Improved “college knowledge” through monthly workshops on

 postsecondary education preparation and financing, provided  
 financial aid information students and their families, as well as
 improved knowledge of postsecondary options (including 2-year
 colleges, 4-year universities, and vocational and technical schools 
and programs). 

 •  During the summer and fall (2021) each GEAR UP student was 
contacted to confirm their graduation and their postsecondary  

 plans. Additionally, CGU designed a Transition Summer 
Counseling program that provided supportive services and 

 interventionactivities to students and their families as they 
navigated the application, admission, and enrollment process. 

 •  High-quality teacher professional development provided an 
 oppor tunity to learn new strategies, engage with colleagues 
and prepare meaningful lessons to support student learning. 

 •  Enrolled students (42.1% community college and 57.9% 2-year 
university). College access counseling, advising, and mentoring) 

 to ensure that students persist beyond their first year of postsecond-  
 ary. 

 

•  3,730 students participated in tutoring and mentoring 
services.

 •  5,449 students for an average of 3.8 hours received  
 counseling/advising.

 •  42 teachers enrolled in endorsement courses and earned 
 an average of 6.4 credit hours (2.1 classes) per teacher.

 •  1,117 students participated individual advising for college planning.

 •  1,505 student and 53 parent college visit.

 •  5,449 students and 3,006 parents participated in 
  “college knowledge” through monthly workshops on 

 postsecondary education preparation and financing.

90% Students in 12th graduated from high 
school in 2020 

 

Students enrolled in higher 
education50%

54% Students enrolled in 4-year 
institutions

 

*Data taken from APR report submitted to the USDOE in 2021.



Talent Search TRIO

       

 

About 
 
Led by Tiffany Jackson, NEIU CCAS Talent Search is a TRIO program 
funded by the U.S. Department of Education that identifies and assists 
students from disadvantaged backgrounds who have the potential to 
succeed in higher education. 

Talent Search provides college knowledge, academic, career, and 
financial counseling to its participants, free of charge, and encourages 
them to graduate from high school and complete their postsecondary 
education. 

This program was awarded to NEIU CCAS in 2006, and in 2021 
received funding for five more years. 

Talent Search serves over 1,146 eligible students (9th-12th grade) in 
five Chicago Public Schools (City of Chicago School District #299)   
 
Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Harlan Community Academy
Hubbard High School
Harper High School
Marshall Metropolitan High School

Services
 
•  Academic, career, or personal academic, financial, counseling

•  Information on postsecondary education

•  Exposure to college campuses

•  Assistance with college and financial aid applications

•  SAT preparation

•  Life skills development

•  One on one advising

•  Social skill development

•  Workshops for families

•  Tutoring

•  Mentoring

•  College preparation



Highlights

82% Students have 
completed FAFSA 

 

Students participated
in the robotics program104

COVID-19 made it difficult for our students to 
travel and participate in college experiences. 
The Talent Search program brought 63 Hubbard 
High School students to NEIU’s campus during the 
summer to tour the campus as well as meet faculty 
and undergraduate students.
 

Students participated in the 
leadership academy81
Students participated in the 
SAT prep program33

Students have
graduated high school97%

52% Students have enrolled in 
postsecondary education 

 

Have attained a  
postsecondary degree24%



TRIO Upward Bound
       

 
About 
 
Led by Aaron Cortes, TRIO Upward Bound (UB) provides fundamental 
support to participants in their preparation for college enrollment. 
Funded by the U.S. Department of Education, this program provides 
resources for student participants to succeed academically both in 
high school and college. 

This program was funded at NEIU CCAS in 2018. 

Upward Bound serves 60 students annually enrolled at one of our five 
partner Chicago Public Schools (City of Chicago School District #299). 
Partner high schools include:   

Benito Juarez Community Academy
Eric Solorio Academy High School
Thomas Kelly High School
Back of the Yards College Prep High School 
Instituto Health Sciences Career Academy

 

Services
•  College readiness and preparation (Including financial 

 preparation)

•  Academic enrichment afterschool program
 - Robotics
  - Underwater robotics
 - Coding
 - Architecture
 - Folkloric dance ensemble

•  Saturday STEAM academy offering
  - Language and culture immersion
  - STEAM labs
 - National and global activities with abroad high school peers
 - Social justice and social impact youth development

•  Summer STEAM academy (offering all of the aforementioned   
 afterschool and Saturday services) 

•  National and global short term travel opportunities 



Highlights

94% Academic performance - 
GPA 94% of student meet 
or exceed a 2.5 gpa 

 

Academic performance - 
standardized tests 100% 
of students meet or 
exceed state exams.

100%

100% Secondary school retention 
and graduation 100% of 
students graduate in 4 
years from hig school

 

100% Secondary school graduation - 
rigorous program - 100% of our 
program participants all participate 
in 4 years of math, 4 years of 
English, and 3 years of science.

85% Postsecondary enrollment - 
85% of all students graduating 
enrolled in post secondary 
education the semester after 
high school graduation

 



TRIO Upward Bound Math & Science

       

 

About 
 
Led by Aaron Cortes, the TRIO Upward Bound Math and Science 
(UBMS) program is designed to strengthen the math and science skills 
of participating students. Funded by the U.S. Department of Education, 
the goal of the program is to help students recognize and develop their 
potential to excel in math and science and to encourage them to pursue 
postsecondary degrees in math and science, and ultimately careers in 
the math and science profession.

This program was funded at NEIU CCAS in 2003. 

UBMS serve 75 students annually enrolled at one of our Chicago Public 
Schools (City of Chicago School District #299). Partner high schools: 

Foreman High School
Kelvyn Park High School
Mather High School
Michele Clark High School
Roosevelt High School
Schurz High School

and three public high schools in Cicero/Berwyn District #201:

J.S. Morton Freshman Center High School
J.S. Morton East High School
J.S. Morton West High School.

 

Services
•  College readiness and preparation (Including financial 

preparation)

•  Academic enrichment afterschool program offering
- Robotics

  - Underwater robotics
  - Coding
  - Architecture
  - Folkloric dance ensemble

•  Saturday STEAM academy offering
   - Language and culture immersion
   - STEAM labs
   - National and global activities with abroad high school peers
   - Social justice and social impact youth development

•  Summer STEAM academy (offering all of the aforementioned 
  afterschool and Saturday services)

•  National and global short term travel opportunities 



Highlights 
 

 

95% Academic performance - 
GPA 95% of student meet 
or exceed a 2.5 gpa

Academic performance - 
standardized tests
100% of students meet or
exceed state exams

100%

100% Secondary school 
retention and graduation - 
100% of students graduate 
in 4 years

100% Secondary school 
graduation - rigorous program - 
100% of our program participants 
all participate in 4 years of math, 4 
years of English, and 3 years of 
science

88% Postsecondary enrollment - 
88% of all students graduating 
enrolled in postsecondary education 
the semester after high school 
graduation

36% Postsecondary education completion - 
36% of our graduating students are 
completing postsecondary degree in
4 year

 



GenCyber Program

       

 

About 
 
Led by Syreeta Brown, the NEIU CCAS GenCyber program, 
CyberGirls CyberWorld was a gender-specific program intended 
to increase student interest and awareness in the cybersecurity 
concepts. Funded by the National Security Agency (NSA) and the 
National Science Foundation (NSF) the participants learned about: 

 •  Cybersecurity careers and pathways in the Chicagoland area 
 •  GenCyber cybersecurity concepts; 
 •  Safe online behavior ; and
 •  Ethics in computer science. 

The ten-day program met remotely during Spring Break 2021 and 
the following five Saturdays. The program concluded with a GenCyber 
Symposium where participants showcased their work to peers, profes-
sionals, and university staff. 

Diversity and equity issues in computer science were addressed 
through readings, discussions, and research. A unique feature of the 
program was integration of specific, positive academic mindsets 
related to belonging in the community and ability growing with effort. 

Guest speakers provided participants with a holistic view of what it 
would take to pursue a career in cybersecurity and an understanding 
of potential educational pathways. Speakers answered every question 
from students during the presentations, which helped make the experi-
ences personally relevant.

Students who attended came from following high schools: 

Alcott College Prep High School
Curie Metropolitan High School
Evanston Township High School District 20
Hubbard High School
Morgan Park High School
J. Sterling Morton East High School District 201
Multicultural Arts High School
Northside College Prep High School
Rauner College Prep
Roosevelt High School
Schurz High School
Senn High School
Solorio Academy High School 
Von Steuben Metropolitan High School 

 



Highlights 
 
•  Students explored cybersecurity careers and   

participated in Q & A sessions with guest 
speakers including an entrepreneur and three
young cybersecurity professionals. Information 
about educational pathways was provided by 
presenters from certificate programs, two-year 
degree programs, and four-year university
programs.

•  Students developed programming skills in 
Python through interactive lessons using micro
controllers.

•  Student-created posters and webpages from 
the program will be used in future cybersecurity 
awareness workshops for students and families.

Students participated
in the program18

67% Student 
completion

 



Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE)
Funding

       

 



21st Century Community Learning 
Centers Morton
       

 
About 
 
Led by Melanie Del Real, 21st CCLC Morton-Success works to 
increase high school students’ engagement in leadership opportuni-
ties, social-emotional learning and culturally and linguistically relevant 
programming.

NEIU CCAS and the Morton District 201 have maintained a partner-
ship that, over a decade’s time, has encompassed various projects 
providing professional development, student/family services, and 
arts-integration programming - all of which provide an ongoing founda-
tion for planning and collaboration in alignment with school and district 
priorities. This has increasingly included a focus on biliteracy skills 
development across the curriculum; academic tutoring and support; 
college and career readiness; integrated cultural arts learning and 
enrichment; STEM enrichment learning, and strong parent engage-
ment through a range of Family Academy programming - including 
parent book clubs, computer classes, high school and college informa-
tion sessions and experiential field trips. 

The program serves 9th-12th grade students in J. Sterling Morton High 
School District 201 Cicero-Berwyn:

Morton Freshman Center
Morton East High School
Morton West High School

Services
 
•  Bilingual and biliteracy skill development

•  Engaging arts & cultural programming

•  STEM and coding initiatives

•  Academic support & tutoring

•  SAT Prep & AP study circles

•  College readiness and campus visits

•  Parent and family events



Highlights

Student 
participants 220
Students enrolled in
 “SAT Prep Challenge”151
- 43 students scored 
between 1010 and 1390,
upper 50th percentile

Students enrolled in 
summer programming70
Parent participants 
in book club52
Teacher 
collaborators24



21st Century Community Learning 
Centers CRAFT
       

 
About  
 
Led by Gina Gamboa, 21st CCLC CRAFT (Community and Cultural 
Relevance in Future Teaching and Technology) project is designed to 
develop and sustain university-school partnerships that work collabo-
ratively in addressing student achievement through 3 key elements:

•  Collaboration with a range of school community 
stakeholders

•  Alignment of activities with the schools’ and 
teachers’ goals

•  Developing the use of evidence-based practices 
in supporting school change,

This university-school partnership project focuses on building collabo-
rative relationships between 21st CCLC-NEIU educators, teaching 
artists, specialists and community workers, together with teachers, 
families, and other school and community members to develop and 
implement curriculum units that successfully engage students and 
teachers in innovative learning strategies and content in after-school, 
that can then be sustained by the school community both in after
school and, as applicable, into the day curriculum leading to increased 
student achievement. This 21st CCLC CRAFT project’s vision of 
engaged learning develops and facilitates opportunities for teachers,

families, students, and community members to examine learning 
through individual or collective “crafts” - funds of knowledge as 
expertise across family identities that demonstrate skills, interests, 
and knowledge.

Services
 
•  Bilingual and biliteracy skill development

•  Engaging arts & cultural programming

•  STEM and coding initiatives

•  Academic support and tutoring 

•  SAT Prep & AP study circles

•  College readiness and campus visits

•  Parent and family events



Highlights

 •  To support Parent Book Club reading of 
Victor Villaseñor’s epic Rain of Gold and the 

 out-of-print Spanish version Lluvia de Oro, 
staff and participants created audio files of the   
c  hapters to be shared.

●  Parents, administrators, and students held 
90 minute zoom session with author Victor 
Villaseñor.

●  Students and parents worked with artist 
Alfonso “Piloto” Nieves to create clay faces
representa tive of 545 children unable to be 
united with their families after separation at the 
U.S. - Mexico border, as well as in recognition 
of hundreds of indigenous children recently
uncovered in mass graves in boarding schools  
in Canada. Once 545 faces are complete, they 
will be incorporated into an educational exhibit  
and tour. 

●  Tiahui Virtual Spring Break Camp hosted  
3rd-12th graders and their parents in a dynamic 
program enjoyed by over 100 participants. 

●  After 9 months of learning music online, the 
 Back of the Yards College Prep Mariachi
Tradicional Ensemble gathered at the Back of 

 t he Yards Coffeehouse to play together for
the first time in June, 2021.



21st Century Community Learning 
Centers Austin
       

 
About 
 
Led by Don Pittman III, 21st CCLC Austin grant funds 
out-of-school-time programs serving 6th-12th grade students 
attending one of four schools on Chicago's west side. The program, 
called Beyond the Bell (BTB), provides enrichment activities that 
stimulate development of academic mindsets and social-emotional 
learning, while engaging students in project-based after-school clubs 
and summer programs. The design emphasizes the creation of clubs 
based on school goals that focus on content, such as performing arts, 
visual arts, culinary arts, STEM-related content, academic support, 
mentoring, college awareness, and sports.

21st CCLC Austin serves 221 students in designated grade levels 
and their families at the following schools:

Howe School of Excellence
Ella Flagg Young Elementary School
Michele Clark High School
Frederick Douglass High School

Services
 
•  Art clubs

•  Hands-on STEM

•  Movement-based dance club

•  Saturday kickboxing class

•  Culinary arts

•  Spoken word

•  Mentoring

•  Tutoring

•  Summer BLAST program



21st Century Community Learning 
Centers Pathways South Berwyn

       

 
About 
 
Led by Aaron Cortes, 21st CCLC Pathways South Berwyn offer 
high-quality academic, artistic, and cultural enrichment opportunities 
to students and their families during non-school hours (i.e., before 
or after school) or periods when school is not in session including 
holidays, weekends, or summer breaks. These programs are provided 
particularly for students who attend high poverty and low performing 
schools and are designed to assist students in meeting State and local 
academic achievement standards in core academic subjects. While 
the statute specifically indicates services are to be provided outside 
the regular school day or during periods when school is not in session, 
activities targeting adult family members and prekindergarten children 
may take place during regular school hours, as these times may be the 
most suitable for serving these populations.

This program was funded at NEIU CCAS in 2016.

We serve 75 students and 30 parents annually at each of our middle 
school partners: 

South Berwyn School District 100 
Freedom Middle School 
Heritage Middle School

Services
 
•  Academic, financial, career, or personal counseling

•  Tutoring and mentoring

•  Academic enrichment after school program offering
- Robotics

  - Underwater robotics
  - Drone coding
  - Microcontroller coding
  - Folkloric dance ensemble
  - Arts Integration

•  Special academic experiential field trips

•  Parent and family services
  - Presentations during principal parent meetings
  - Arts integration activities
  - Folkloric dance ensemble

•  Summer STEAM academy (offering all of the aforementioned 
  afterschool and Saturday services)



21st Century Community Learning 
Centers Unity Jr. High School
       

 
About 
 
Led by Aaron Cortes, 21st CCLC Unity offer high-quality academic, 
artistic, and cultural enrichment opportunities to students and their 
families during non-school hours (i.e., before or after school) or peri-
ods when school is not in session including holidays, weekends, or 
summer breaks. These programs are provided particularly for students 
who attend high poverty and low performing schools and are designed 
to assist students in meeting State and local academic achievement 
standards in core academic subjects. While the statute specifically 
indicates services are to be provided outside the regular school day or 
during periods when school is not in session, activities targeting adult 
family members and prekindergarten children may take place during 
regular school hours, as these times may be the most suitable for 
serving these populations.

This program was funded at NEIU CCAS in 2020.

We are required to serve 100 students and 50 parents annually at 
the Cicero School District 99 school partner:

Unity Junior High School 

Services
 
•  Academic, financial, career, or personal counseling

•  Tutoring and mentoring

•  Academic enrichment after school program offering
  - Robotics
  - Underwater robotics
  - Drone coding
  - Microcontroller coding
  - Folkloric dance ensemble
  - Arts integration

•  Special academic experiential field trips

•  Parent and family services
  - Presentations during principal parent meetings
  - Arts Integration activities
  - Folkloric dance ensemble

•  Summer STEAM academy (offering all of the aforementioned 
  afterschool and Saturday services)



21st Century Community Learning 
Centers Cicero District 99
       

 
About
 
Led by Aaron Cortes, 21st CCLC Cicero Distric 99 offer high-quality 
academic, artistic, and cultural enrichment opportunities to students 
and their families during non-school hours (i.e., before or after school) 
or periods when school is not in session including holidays, weekends, 
or summer breaks. These programs are provided particularly for 
students who attend high poverty and low performing schools and are 
designed to assist students in meeting State and local academic 
achievement standards in core academic subjects. While the statute 
specifically indicates services are to be provided outside the regular 
school day or during periods when school is not in session, activities 
targeting adult family members and prekindergarten children may take 
place during regular school hours, as these times may be the most 
suitable for serving these populations.

This program was funded at NEIU CCAS in 2020.

We serve 100 students and 50 parents annually at the Cicero School 
District 99 elementary school partners: 

Cicero East Elementary
Columbus East Elementary
Warren Park Elementary
Goodwin Elementary
Wilson Elementary

Services
 
•  Academic, financial, career, or personal counseling

•  Tutoring and mentoring

•  Academic enrichment after school program offering
 - Robotics

  - Underwater robotics
  - Drone coding
  - Microcontroller coding
  - Folkloric dance ensemble
  - Arts integration

•  Special academic experiential field trips

•  Parent and family services
  - Presentations during principal parent meetings
  - Arts Integration activities
  - Folkloric dance ensemble

•  Summer STEAM academy (offering all of the aforementioned 
  afterschool and Saturday services)



NEIU CCAS Initiatives

       

 



Dual Enrollment

       

 

About Dual Enrollment
 
In the summer of 2021, NEIU’s College of Arts and Sciences offered 
a great opportunity for high school students to get an early college 
experience, and earn college credit.

Participants took real college courses with NEIU students, supported 
by NEIU advisors and staff to optimize their success. Dual Enrollment 
students had the same access as full-time students and could access 
the NEIU library, recreation center, and other student services. 

Eight students enrolled in Public Speaking (CMTC 101) and nine in 
Language and Human Behavior (LING 120). Students received three 
credits on a NEIU transcript which are widely transferable to many 
other institutions. Some high schools also counted the classes towards 
graduation requirements. 

The Dual Enrollment is poised for expansion in 2022 with twenty-two 
courses offered and a goal to serve over 100 high school students 
from Chicago and suburbs.

Summer 2021 Dual Enrollment participating schools:

Mather High School 
Northside College Prep
Roosevelt High School 
Senn High School 
Niles Township High School North 
Niles Township High School West

Students 
participated17



NEIU Bilingual School Programs

       

 

About 
 
Led by Gina Gamboa, NEIU CCAS Bilingual School Programs 
coordinated recruitment, enrollment, advising, and management of 
course offerings for 109 teachers (Chicago Public Schools and East 
Maine District 63) to complete the requirements for ISBE Bilingual, 
Bilingual/ESL SPED,  and/or ESL Endorsement approval. Additionally, 
there is a continuing cohort pursuing a Masters’ of Art in Teaching 
English as a Second Language. 

This program component initiated in 2015, through collaborative 
work on a U.S. Department of Education National Professional Devel-
opment project between CCAS Bilingual School Programs, College of 
Arts and Sciences Teaching English as a Second Language (TESOL) 
program, and the College of Education Bilingual Bicultural (BLBC) 
program and has continued its growth and expansion through collabo-
rations with Chicago Public Schools Talent Office, Office of Language 
and Cultural Education (OLCE), CPS Networks, individual CPS 
schools and, as above, the East Maine School District 63.   

Through NEIU CCAS, this component maintains links for teachers 
to engage in professional development connected to contents of 
innovative work in schools through grant-funded partnerships.  

Teachers 
enrolled109
Course
enrollments284



CenterSpace | Maker Space

       

 

       

 

About 
 
The NEIU CCAS CenterSpace, originally known as the Teachers’ 
Resource Center, has evolved as it links educators, parents, and 
students with innovative techniques and new technologies to be 
used in-and-outside of the classroom. 

The CenterSpace has created an inquiry-based and connected 
learning environment that inspires creative problem-solving and 
uses the maker model approach. 

Led by Juan “Manny” López, the NEIU CCAS CenterSpace is home 
to a (Maker Space) which has been updated with new state-of-the-art 
equipment and supplies to keep up with S.T.E.A.M.  (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics) innovation in the class-
rooms and beyond.

A key programming component is the culturally-relevant workshop 
series. The workshops are open to educators and community mem-
bers at any artistic level.

Services
•  Workshops

•  Poster maker

•  T-Shirt and face mask maker

•  Mug maker

•  Cold laminator

•  Vinyl cutters

•  Electronic button maker

•  Laser cutter 

•  3D printers

•  Scanner

•  Color, black and white printers 



Highlights 
 
CenterSpace hosted the following workshops
(in-person) at our new NEIU El Centro location as 
well as collaborations with partners. 

•  4 Day of the Dead Series - make and take 
workshops 
 (80 people)

•  4 make and take workshops for El Centro 
  student cohort 
  (80 people)  

•  3 curated workshops for the TRIO Upward 
  Bound program in Berwyn-Cicero 
  (160 people)

•  4 make and take workshops for school and                       
  community groups 
 (80 people)

•  2 holiday make and take workshops 
  (60 people)

•  2 make sessions for 2 partner high schools 
  (60 people)

People participated
in CenterSpace activities520

As a middle school educator with younger children, this creative space has 
been a source of capacity building as well as opportunity for multigenerational 
learning as I have brought my parents, children and fellow parent educators 
along as well. Thank you for sharing your talent and expertise. “

    - Jessica Buleje, Teacher



Scholarships
       

 $7,500
10 Students

6 Universities 

Just In Time Fund Senn Cubs Scholarship 

$332,923
87 Students

35 Universities 

GEAR UP Scholarship 

$16,600
15 Students

9 Universities 

Through fundraising efforts, NEIU CCAS was able to provide
scholarships to students. 

                                                       

$ $

$



Private Funding

       

 



Spaces for Possibility

       

 

       

 

About
 
Led by Kate Thomas, the Spaces for Possibility art project is now in 
its third full year of operation. Currently at 18 members strong, the 
artist collective has endured and persevered through a year-long 
winter of rest, rupture, and indeed resilience brought about by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Both because and in spite of the pandemic, 
the artist collective has managed to practice their (ap)art making and 
socially distant convening at and then away from the storefront. This 
allows the collective to recover from institutional policies that employ 
market-based approaches that purport to make education more 
efficient and profitable, but also to create artistic processes that have 
been instrumental in navigating the turmoil and disruptions of the past 
year. That the artist collective was able to successfully weather this 
winter, even if all goals were not met, is the direct result of having a 
dedicated program facilitator to curate and activate the Spaces for 
Possibility.

The Spaces for Possibility is funded by the Revada Foundation of the 
Logan Family.

Teacher artist
in the colective18



My City Summer Program
       

 
About 
 
In summer 2021, 23 college bound students took on the role of 
Citizen Journalists to explore and report on issues they determined 
had a great impact on their lives or the lives of people living within 
their community. Students participated in workshops delivered by 
professionals journalists. Our program partners included: Brown and 
Proud Press, the Pulitzer Center, Chicago HomeStories and National 
Geographic, and Documentors, Inc. 

This virtual program challenged students to think like an investigative 
reporter and focused students on honing their college-going skills.  
These included skills for online learning, critical reading, writing, 
speaking,  listening, researching, interviewing, public speaking and 
revising toward publication. These Citizen Journalists produced digital 
media in the form of reports, zines, photo essays and podcasts. The 
students asked questions, practiced working in teams, and participated 
in writing/production conferences with their editor. At the same time, 
students worked on college teams to investigate questions they had 
about making a successful transition into college. These teams 
produced zines to showcase their new learning. The Citizen Journal-
ists who completed all requirements of the program earned a stipend 
and a laptop.  

Led by Polly Mills and Susan Garr, My City Summer: Citizen Journal-
ism would not have been possible without the generous support of the 
Lay Family Foundation. Students completed

the program23



The Fellowship Initiative
       

 
About 
 
Led by Rene Díaz, TFI (funded by Youth Guidance) provides young 
men of color with learning experiences that are designed to help them 
achieve their education and career goals. To achieve these goals, TFI 
fosters a college-going culture and helps the TFI fellows acquire the 
knowledge, skills, and resources needed to successfully complete high 
school and persist in college. Specifically, TFI enrichment activities 
support: 

•  Academic success 
•  Personal development  
•  College knowledge and readiness 
•  Skill building and professional development 
•  Positive relationships and peer networks 

Services
NEIU CCAS is contracted to facilitate the College Knowledge and 
Readiness component, providing bilingual monthly workshops to 
parents and a series of college readiness workshops to students on 
the following topics:

•  College match and fit 
•  College selectivity 
•  Dual enrollment and early college credit
•  Understanding the role of SAT
•  Majors and careers 
•  Financing college & FAFSA introduction 
•  Scholarships 
•  Exploring HBCUs and HSIs 
•  Navigating college fairs & college tours
•  Submitting a competitive college application 
•  Personal statement writing & securing letters of 

exploring HBCUs and HSIs recommendation 
•  Social emotional transition to college

In 2021, NEIU CCAS provided a total of 10 parent workshops to 
an average of 15 parents and 14 student workshops the program 
currently has an average 40 active participants high school juniors 
from across various schools in the city.
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Funding*
Federal Funding
U.S. Department of Education

GEAR UP VI     $5,783,200   
Talent Search TRIO    $554,335
TRIO Upward Bound    $297,601
TRIO Upward Bound Math and Science   $301,913
       
National Science Foundation

Gen Cyber Girl Summer Program     $99,412
    

llinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
Nita M. Lowey 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC)

21st CCLC Austin S.D. 299    $490,500
21st CCLC CRAFT S.D. 299    $732,219
21st CCLC Morton S.D. 201    $424,544
21st CCLC Pathways South Berwyn S.D. 100   $308,239
21st CCLC Cicero S.D. 99    $600,000
21st CCLC Unity S.D. 99    $150,000

Private Awards 
Spaces for Possibilities - Revada Foundation   $125,000
The Fellowship Initiative (TFI)         $11,000
My City Summer Program    $50,444

    Total Awards  $9,929,098

70%

27%

3%

*Award amounts reflect the grant year and may not align to a calendar year.


