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2019 YAL Book Saturday Workshops 
La distancia entre nosotros; rompiendo con los mitos de la construcción de la imagen del “Otro- 
Presentado por Dr. Luis Valenzuela Ríos (La distancia entre nosotros by Reyna Grande) 

Teaching the Past to Understand our Present and Confront our Future- Presented by Susan Garr and 
Chris Johnson (A Few Red Drops: The Chicago Race Riot of 1919 by Claire Hartfeld) 

Countering Anti-Muslim Racism in Schools- Presented by Nicole Nguyen and Hafsa Siddiqui (Interment by 
Samira Ahmed) 

Poetic Freedom in The Poet X- Presented by Germania Solórzano (The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo) 

Do you want to know a secret?- Presented by Tina Peano (Secret Lives of Men and Women: A PostSecret 
Book by Frank Warren) 

Storytelling and Self-Publishing as Cultural Resistance- Presented by Polly Mills with Brown and Proud 
Press (Sabrina and Corina by Kali Fajardo-Anstine) 

 

Saturday YAL Book Workshop Descriptions 
 
La distancia entre nosotros; rompiendo con los mitos de la construcción de la imagen del “Otro” (La 
distancia entre nosotros/ The Distance between Us by Reyna Grande) 
Presentado por/ Presented by Dr. Luis Valenzuela Ríos  
(NOTA: Libro y presentación en español/ NOTE: Book and presentation in Spanish) 
La distancia entre nosotros relata las memorias de infancia de Reyna Grande. Este libro es 
particularmente relevante ya que actualmente niños y sus familias sufren la angustia de ser separados 
por las autoridades de inmigración estadounidense en la frontera. A diario presenciamos la 
demonización de este grupo de seres humanos por un sector importante de la sociedad norteamericana. 
Hoy en día más que nunca, este tema universal del dilema de los inmigrantes demanda nuestra 
atención. A través del drama que Reyna experimenta en esta memoria de su juventud, muchos de 
nuestros estudiantes podrán identificarse con lo que es finalmente un cuento de sobrevivencia, 
perseverancia y perdón. Es una plataforma ideal para los estudiantes poder compartir sus propias 
experiencias con sus compañeros de clase, y también va a enriquecer su experiencia académica y dar 
profundidad a su humanidad. 
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Este taller tiene dos objetivos principales, primero de estudiar la construcción del “otro” basado en el 
concepto de “Orientalismo” desarrollado por Edward W. Said. En otras palabras, como las sociedades 
construyen un imagen de “el otro” basado en estereotipos que nos distancian del verdadero drama que 
los individuos viven, en este caso los inmigrantes. Segundo, este taller le va a proveer a los maestros y 
sus estudiantes las herramientas claves para el análisis de los textos narrativos que incluye: la 
contextualización, nivel semántico, eje narrativo y nivel técnico del discurso.  
Luis Valenzuela Ríos es doctor de Literatura Puertorriqueña y del Caribe. Actualmente es manager del 
Departamento de Video en CCAS-NEIU. Entre sus publicaciones más recientes se pueden mencionar: “Lo 
Barroco y Neobarroco en los poemas: Las huríes blancas (1886) y Ecos del siglo (1892) de José de Jesús 
Domínguez (1843-1898)”. Universidad de Córdoba, Argentina: RECIAL Vol. IX, N˚ 14, 2018; “Los 
elementos carnavalescos, según la teoría de Bajtín, presentes en Quíntuples (1985), de Luis Rafael 
Sánchez y El gran circo eucraniano (2003), de Myrna Casas”, San Juan, Puerto Rico: Revista del Instituto 
de Cultura Puertorriqueña, Tercera serie, Núm.11, 2019. 
 
Teaching the Past to Understand our Present and Confront our Future (A Few Red Drops: The Chicago 
Race Riot of 1919 by Claire Hartfeld) 
Presented by Susan Garr and Chris Johnson 
On a hot day in July 1919, five black youths went swimming in Lake Michigan, unintentionally floating 
close to the "white" beach. A white man began throwing stones at the boys, striking and killing 17-year-
old Eugene Williams. The racial conflict on the beach resulted in a week of bloody rioting and ended with 
38 people dead, many more injured and hundreds of houses destroyed. Attend this interactive 
workshop to experience an inquiry into the 1919 Chicago Race Riots. Using Claire Hartfield’s nonfiction 
text as a jumping off point, we will explore the many primary sources available to determine for 
ourselves the reasons behind the violence, and how the riot impacted Chicago’s future. We’ll ask the 
questions: what were the conditions in Chicago that helped spark this event? How has the past shaped 
the present? And how can examining this event help us to build a better future? 
After retiring two years ago, Chris Johnson is delighted to rejoin the GEAR UP Professional Development 
team for this year's YAL Conference. A social justice activist, she believes that it is more important than 
ever that as citizens and educators we stand up for justice in our world. She also enjoys watching the 
monarch butterflies and goldfinches in her prairie plants garden. Literacy Specialist and GEAR UP 
Professional Development Team Manager, Susan A. Garr, MA, taught high school English and Film 
Studies for 10 years prior to joining CCAS @NEIU. She values working with GEAR UP teachers to plan and 
develop Unit-for-Books Mini-Grant Proposals, helping to bring teachers’ ideas, passions, and book 
choices into the classroom. 
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Countering Anti-Muslim Racism in Schools (Interment by Samira Ahmed) 
Presented by Nicole Nguyen and Hafsa Siddiqui 
Samira Ahmed’s dystopian novel, Internment, takes place in a world where internment camps for 
Muslims could exist. In fact, the central character, Layla, experiences many real-world forms of racism, 
including attacks on mosques, the murder of three students at Chapel Hill, and the Muslim ban. By 
following Layla and her family through this harrowing yet hauntingly familiar experience, Internment 
brings to life the effects of Islamophobia and its connections to other historical moments in the United 
States, such as Japanese internment and the Holocaust of World War II–the book makes explicit that 
islamophobia is often connected to anti-Semitism. Internment demands we take seriously anti-Muslim 
racism in its many forms, from government policies like the Muslim ban to individual acts like hate 
crimes. Yet, Internment also calls on us to resist these forms of racism. Participants will examine the 
historic roots of anti-Muslim racism, its contemporary manifestations in individual and institutional 
forms, and strategies to challenge such racism. 
Hafsa Siddiqui is a 5th Grade Reading and Social Studies teacher on the north side of Chicago and a 
graduate student at the University of Illinois-Chicago. She is the co-author of the Creating Cultural 
Competencies curriculum. Nicole Nguyen is associate professor of educational policy studies at the 
University of Illinois-Chicago. She is author of Suspect Communities: Anti-Muslim Racism and the 
Domestic War on Terror. 
 
Poetic Freedom in The Poet X (by Elizabeth Acevedo) 
Presented by Germania Solórzano 
Assignment #4: "When was the last time you felt free?" from Elizabeth Acevedo's novel in poems is an 
excellent starting point for an exploration of voice. We will use poetry to explore our experiences, 
curiosities, and obsessions and talk about what kind of writing assignments free you up to really say 
what you need to say. 
Germania Solorzano is a writer living in the suburbs of Chicago. She believes in the magic of stories--in 
whatever form. A graduate from Columbia College Chicago (MFA) and from St. Xavier University (MA), 
she has taught writing for over 20 years. 
 
Do you want to know a secret? (Secret Lives of Men and Women: A PostSecret Book by Frank Warren) 
Presented by Tina Peano 
It all began when Frank Warren began handing out postcards to strangers, asking them to write down a 
secret and mail it to him, anonymously. The response was overwhelming. The secrets were both 
provocative and profound, and the cards themselves were works of art. As Frank began posting the 
cards on his website, PostSecret took on a life of its own, becoming a global phenomenon, exposing our 
individual aspirations, fantasies, and frailties -- our common humanity. 



 
 

  4 

In this session, we will explore the power of secrets-- both keeping them and letting them go-- and 
explore how secrets frame the story of The Great Gatsby, where every character hides a secret. We will 
read secrets from the book Post Secret and use the theme of secrets to analyze The Great: what secrets 
are the characters hiding, and what clues led us to those secrets so far? Employing strategies that 
incorporate SAT skills of inferencing and identifying evidence as support, we will also read an excerpt 
from the graphic novel version of Gatsby, choosing a character to create a "closet" for, depicting that 
character's outside self, and their secret closet that harbors what they really feel and believe, what they 
hope for and what they fear. Shhhhhhhh... don't tell anyone! 
Tina Peano is and English Teacher and Scholars Program Director at Roosevelt High School in Chicago. 
She has taught all over the city, for many decades, and rumors follow her wherever she goes, including 
that she is a vampire (which she is not), and that she’s “really nice once you get to know her” 
(debatable). She has taught high school students, college students, and teachers. She now has five cats, 
two daughters, and one husband, but also has her eye on a stray cat she has secretly named Ponyboy 
who she knows is just in need of a forever home. 
 
Storytelling and Self-Publishing as Cultural Resistance (Sabrina and Corina by Kali Fajardo-Anstine) 
Presented by Polly Mills with Brown and Proud Press 
Sabrina and Corina is a short story collection by Kali Fajardo-Anstine, an indigenous Latina writer from 
the southwest who documents through fiction the lives of girls and women from her culture. The history 
of storytelling, art-making, and self-publishing by disappeared, oppressed, or marginalized populations 
goes hand-in-hand with the history of cultural resistance. We will read excerpts from the story collection 
while connecting to a nonfiction text, write to develop our own narratives in response to the readings or 
from our cultural experiences of self, family, home, and place, and consider the zine, a time-honored 
form of self-publication, as cultural resistance and as a creative tool for students to organize and present 
their understanding of any content. This workshop will pair well with the zine-making Friday night 
presentation from Brown and Proud Press. 
Polly Mills is a Pushcart Prize nominated writer and Story Workshop director. She builds opportunities 
for teen writers and collaborates with their teachers. Brown and Proud Press is a collective of people of 
color with the intent of sharing personal narratives of struggle through the medium of zines as a catalyst 
for collective healing and liberation. We believe in the necessity of self-preservation and seek to increase 
visibility around struggles and histories of marginalized folks. A history told by us for us. We also seek to 
create brave spaces for artists to perform and share their audio, visual and written art.  
 

Questions? Contact Dan at dlaubach@neiu.edu .  
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